13*   MY LIFE IN  CHINA AND AMERICA

to be outnumbered by a rebel host* So that in
such a dilemma discretion is the better part of
valor, and Tis. 40,000 are not worth sacrificing

our lives for* But by surrendering our trust
without making an effort; of some kind to save
it, we would be branded an unmitigated cowards,
and we could never expect to be trusted with
any responsible commission again. Now, I will
tell you what 1 propose to do. If the rebel horde
should come over and attempt to sme our
treasure, I will spring forward with my yellow
silk passport, and demand to see their chief,
while you fellows with your guns and arms must
stand by the treasure. Do not fire and start the
fight. By parleying with them, it will for the
moment cheek their determination to plunder,
and they will have a chance to find out who we
are, and where I obtained the passport; and,
even if they should carry off the treasure, 1 shall
tell their chief that I will surely report the whole
proceeding in Nanking and recover every cent
of our loss."

These remarks seemed to revive the spirit and
courage of the men, after which we all sat on the
forward decks of our boats anxiously waiting for
what the next moment would bring forth*
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